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Churches Together in England- Forum 2018:
‘I am with you always – together in God’s mission’.
'Only by working together can we alleviate the pain suffered by so
many’, said one of the six Presidents of Churches Together in
England His Grace Archbishop Angaelos,(right) Orthodox CTE
President, was referring to Orthodox, Anglican and Salvation Army
churches responding to refugees. /
The Forum of Churches Together in England took place in
September at Swanwick: with 270 delegates, including many
under 35, the six Presidents had a conversation together about
the ‘Presence of Christ’. Questions were posed from six young /

adults who were present as Forum delegates and each President
reflected on the ecumenical journey which we all share in
response to the prayer of Jesus for mission and unity.
Pentecostal President, Pastor Agu Irukwu, said that our witness to
Christ continues despite what we are going through. ‘Whether on
the mountains or in the valleys, we tell the story of his presence
with us just the same’. Archbishop Justin Welby (centre), the
President for the Church of England, added, ‘people will see the
presence of Christ in us when we stop holding on to things and
we start letting God put a cross in our hands’. /continued
/continued
Referring to Jesus, one of the young adults asked the Presidents,
‘What tables would you overturn?’ Cardinal Vincent Nichols for the
Roman Catholic Church (left) said, ‘we are being given a
consistent lead by Pope Francis on clericalism and the
assumptions on a position of superiority and privilege that are
sometimes present. He wants that table clearly and vigorously
turned over’.
Revd Dr Hugh Osgood, the Free Churches President, agreed,
suggesting we needed new ways of measuring success, ‘We need
to come away from the competitiveness we’ve had between the
Churches. Why not measure what impact we are having on
society?’
All the Presidents spoke of the need for divine encounter. Revd
Canon Billy Kennedy, representing the New Churches, the
Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) and the Lutheran and
German-speaking Churches, said that in a ‘very fragmented
world .. the Church needs to rediscover its confidence,’ and whilst
language and culture change, ‘the need in human hearts hasn’t
changed.’

The Forum marked the change of CTE General
Secretary from the Revd Dr David Cornick, who
retires, to the Revd Dr Paul Goodliff, (left) recently
appointed.
The CTE Forum brings together the 47 national
member churches, regional Intermediate Bodies
(like WYCT), and 51 other ecumenical Bodies
The Forum met at The Hayes conference centre where in 1987 the
then Presidents signed the Swanwick Declaration which
proclaimed, "We are strangers no longer but pilgrims together on
the way to God's kingdom".

West Yorkshire Churches Together Forum 2018
The Forum took place again at The Briery In Ilkley with most
members staying overnight.
On the first afternoon, Fr George
Guiver, former Superior of the
Community of the Resurrection,
Mirfield led a short retreat: after
Evening Prayer and Dinner there was
a showing of the acclaimed film
"Summer in the Forest" about Jean
Vanier, L’Arche and its communities.
After Morning Prayer on the second day, following the film there
was a presentation and discussion about working with people
with learning disabilities, with guest Mr Jody Gabriel who has,
with his wife, been a L’Arche volunteer and now runs local
programmes for similar groups of people including a successful
theatre group. The Business Meeting which followed looked at the
composition and future strategies of WYCT and its relationship
with church leaders. The Forum closed with lunch.

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2019. …
The Material for 2019 originates from the churches of Indonesia, where
there is a strong emphasis upon the need for unity alongside the nation’s
ethnic and religious diversity. The resources also highlight issues of
economic injustice and how religious pluralism can face challenges in the
face of radicalisation. The theme is based around Deuteronomy 16:18-20,
‘Justice, and only justice, you shall pursue…’
Indonesia, the largest country in South East Asia, is made up of more than
17,000 islands, 1,340 different ethnic groups and over 740 local languages,
united by one national language Bahasa Indonesia. With some 86% of its
260 million people estimated to be Muslim, it has the largest Islamic
population of any country. About 10% of Indonesians are Christian.
Indonesians have lived by the principle of gotong royong which is to live in
‘solidarity and by collaboration’, regarding all Indonesians as brothers and
sisters.
But gotong royong sits ill at ease with the neo-liberal approach to
economics that has led to economic growth, and corruption infecting
politics and business, often with devastating effects on the environment.
Meanwhile those who are supposed to promote justice and protect the
weak fail to do so. As a consequence, a country rich in resources bears the
burden of many people living in poverty. Particular ethnic and religious
groups are often associated with wealth in ways that have fed tensions/
Resources for the week are available to order in printed form or
Go to
https://ctbi.org.uk/week-of-prayer-for-christian-unity-resources
Where there is a wide selection of formats.

Association of Interchurch Families- a remarkable jubilee

Fifty years after the Association of Interchurch Families (AIF) was founded,
over 60 members and their guests met at Swanwick in October to
celebrate their Jubilee year.

An ecumenical service of Evensong paid tribute to the vision of the
founders of AIF; it was led by Anglican Bishop Tim Thornton (Bishop at
Lambeth, who has roots in this diocese), with fellow President Catholic
Archbishop Bernard Longley of Birmingham.
In 1968 Canon Martin Reardon, his wife, Dr. Ruth Reardon, and Fr John
Coventry SJ recognized that couples from different church traditions who
shared the sacraments of baptism and marriage often need a particular
kind of pastoral understanding. From this group grew a forum through
which interchurch couples can share with their churches and each other
their experience of living together in love across a denominational divide.
In York in 1982 Saint John Paul told them “You live in your marriages the
hopes and difficulties of the path to Christian Unity”.
In a keynote speech Archbishop Longley spoke of the role that AIF has
played in making the churches aware of interchurch families, and of what it
had taught many church leaders about the joy and the pain of their
situation..

Remembrance 2018: the end of WWI
Many churches are now
organised for events to mark the
end of the First World War. These
are often combined with events
to celebrate and preserve peace.
Apart from the familiar services
and festivals of remembrance,
there are also lone pipers
greeting the day in Cathedrals (as
they did in 1918) and, at the
request of the Government, peals
of bells- any bells, any sort of
peal- at 12:30 and or 7pm (seems
to vary.) You can still find relevant
resources for last minute
preparations on https://www.remembrance100.co.uk

#Doyouknowhim?

Michael Hulland & Jim Hope from Skipton Churches Together
spoke to the Wyct Forum in July about the #doyouknowhim?
initiative last Lent. After some well attended planning meetings,
churches in Skipton came together one Sunday evening in
January 2018 at St Andrew's Church to launch a missional project
around the hashtag “Do You Know Him.” They spent the next two
months exploring Jesus through various services, prayers and
outreach events. Every Saturday there was a #doyouknowHim?
stand in Skipton. The churches followed a 10-week sermon series
with inter-church small groups too and joint prayer events. The
guest speaker at the launch service was Bishop Nick Baines.
Churches used common banners and publicity to emphasise that
this was a shared endeavour. The internet was used to reach out
and encourage discussion. Other activities were arranged for
families, and finally the churches won first prize for their float at
Skipton Carnival! The question is now- what next?

Items Received- we have been asked to advertise the following:
Bread of Life – "A deeply moving and captivating performance for your
church for Lent and Easter 2019.
Springs Dance Company is delighted to be returning with its much sought
after and highly praised production Bread of Life, for churches, cathedrals,
festivals and schools. A reflection on the last supper, Bread of
Life celebrates the meal of bread and wine with Jesus, the ever present
King. This Lent and Easter rediscover the living, breathing Bread of
Life, through this stirring depiction of how God is building a community of
love with Jesus himself at the centre.
“A brilliant show that all the family can enjoy. Speaks to all ages about the
love of God and how Jesus reaches out to all.”
“It is difficult to put 'Bread of Life' into words. Profound. Beautiful. Moving.
Incredible theology of grace and the ever watchful love of Jesus.
Transformative and powerful. How attractive is Jesus. Thank you.”
Audience Feedback from Bread of Life
Springs would love to hear from anyone interested in hosting a
performance of Bread of Life. Further information can be found on the
Springs Dance Company website by
emailing touring@springsdancecompany.org.uk or calling 07876 752 910"
**
"We are organising some Interfaith Indoor Cricket for churches,
mosques, temples, synagogues and others faith groups. We aim to provide
an opportunity to play a sport that many will follow and talk about, but may
not have had the opportunity to play due to other commitments or not
knowing how to get into the game. We will be starting in October and have
booked a local venue. All we need now are some players and/or teams.
Would you like to enter a team?
If you are interested in entering a team or would like further information,
please contact us on 07795 154444 or at play@365cricket.co.uk. Please
also help us spread the word by passing this onto other groups who you
believe may be interested.
Paul Berry 365 Cricket www.365cricket.co.uk "

NEWS
for
The Yorkshire West Methodist District News -click HERELeeds Anglican Diocese Newsletter-click HERE
United Reformed Church Newsletter- click HERE
Mirfield- events at the Centre and Community- click HERE

LINKS OF INTEREST:
JPIT YORKSHIRE
The Joint Public Issues Team (JPIT) brings a Christian voice and
vision to public issues -environment, social justice, politics
It is the northern offshoot of national JPIT and is sponsored by the
regional bodies of the Baptist, Methodist and United Reformed
churches. You can find more on
http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk
LEEDS J&P
The long established Leeds Catholic Justice and Peace Group has
a regular newsletter on these issues; Newsletter can be
viewed here
NETWORK LEEDS
carries latest news, events, jobs and volunteering opportunities
from across the Christian communities of Leeds https://
networkleeds.com/news

NATIONAL
Churches Together in England
www.cte.org.uk
Churches Together in Britain and Ireland
https://ctbi.org.uk

About us: WEST YORKSHIRE CHURCHES TOGETHER is the
county ecumenical or intermediate body for West Yorkshire- the
county and those parts which are covered by West Yorkshire
Dioceses and Districts. Our website is at
westyorkshirechurchestogether.com
And our e-mail: westyorkshirect@icloud.com
Twitter: @westyorkshirect
WYCT will be two years old on 1st January. We held our AGM in
March. The "Forum" is the successor to the Council of West
Yorkshire Church Leaders (WYEC) -now known as WYCT. It meets
three times a year, one meeting being residential.
Tony Robinson, Bishop of Wakefield, is chair
The Deputy Convenor is Bishop Tony Parry of the New Testament
Church of God.

A Prayer…
Praise be to you, God of mercy;
through Christ we know that you are nothing other than
love. Increase in us the confidence that suffering and death
do not have the last word, so that our lives become a
reflection of this hope.
Taize
This newsletter is produced by WYCT: Administrator Rev Nick Shields
We would be very pleased to receive your news- and photos- to include here.
The Administrator is happy to preach/speak on Unity to your church or
group…. Contact him at westyorkshirect@icloud.com
if you do not at any time wish to receive these mailings, all you need do is email WYCT with as little as "Unsubscribe" in the message or header. If you are
representing a body such as a Churches Together, please then nominate
someone to take your place. Once again, our list is for WYCT information and
contact purposes and is kept safe; it is NEVER passed to any other
organisation, company or individual outside WYCT.

Thanks for all you do for unity…

